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• What do you not know?  

• What kind of questions do you have?  

• What do you notice about your thoughts, emotions and 
assumptions? 
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Ambiguity 
• “the state of uncertainty and doubt” (merriam webster) 
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Ambiguity today
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Ambiguity today



Ambiguity 
We live in a vuca world 

• volatile  

• uncertain  

• complex  

• ambiguous 
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Ambiguity for ccks
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Ambiguity for ccks 
• “re-entry” into a 

different world than 
their parents 
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Ambiguity for ccks 
• Elements of many 

cultures, but no full 
sense of belonging 

• Hiding parts of yourself 
in order to fit in 
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Ambiguity for ccks 
• Passport and host 

culture are often 
multicultural  

• Cross cultural world is 
bigger than their own 
bubble 
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Ambiguity for ccks 
• Faith might look 

different than on the 
field or their parents  

• God seems absent in 
new culture 
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The story of job
• Wealthy  

• Clear role as head of 
the family 

• Respect  

• God: good and 
trustworthy 
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• Why did this happen  
to me?  

• Who will support me?  

• What will my life be? 

• Can I still trust god?



Easy-way-out answers to ambiguity
• “it is black and white”  

> populism  

• “you have sinned”  
> blame 

• “you need to pray more”  
> rushing through 
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Dealing with ambiguity (Group Suggestions)
• Accept that there might not be answers to everything and carry on  

• Ask wise(r) people, seek out friends  

• Put your questions into perspective  

• Give yourself and others time to question  

• See your ambiguity as a resource to inspire others  

• Ask questions and don’t settle easily  

• Remember that god is unchanging 
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Dealing with ambiguity
• Ambiguity: “something that can be understood in two or 

more possible ways” (merriam Webster)  

• Ambiguity tolerance/competency (frenkel-brunswick 
1949): the ability to deal with different perspectives and 
open endings 
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Sit.  
• Don’t rush through this phase, give yourself time 

• There’s depth and strength growing in the waiting
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Observe. 
• It’s about the process,  

not the product  

• Get to know your questions and 
what is going on inside yourself 
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Be  honest.  
• Invite people into your 

questions and ask for help 

• Be honest with god, he can handle 
you with all your emotions 
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I don’t know (yet). 
• Don’t follow the need to explain/

defend yourself, someone else or God  

• Give yourself time to research  
and learn  

• “I haven’t learned that yet” 
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Learn and ask questions. 
• Go outside your comfort zone, listen to diverse and different voices  

• Stretch your mind and thoughts   

• accept that there might be two or more answers to your question 
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Use the gold in your heart and hands. 
• Treat ambiguity like a new culture, you already know how to  

navigate transitions  

•  Use your CCK Skill set: observe, ask questions, piece together  
the new world bit by bit  

• Hold on to unchanging truths of god 
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Be surprised. 
• Allow God to surprise you in places, people and situations you didn’t 

expect him to show up   

• He doesn’t make himself unkown or hidden, we might just have to adjust 
our exes to find him in different settings 
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Take away 
• Where do you experience ambiguity in your life  

at the moment?  
• When is it difficult for you to accept the possibility of 

several meanings?  
• Who do you talk to about your ambiguity? Who could you 

invite into your questions and doubts?  
• Who could you help to deal with their own ambiguity? 
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